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Bernheim is 
celebrating another 
great year for 
conservation of our 
land, water, and 
wildlife. In 2018 we 
continued the tradition 
of Isaac Wolfe 
Bernheim giving back 
to the community 
by protecting and 
stewarding our natural 
lands. This update 
outlines some recent 
accomplishments that 
provide for a healthy 
environment with 
benefits for plants, 
wildlife, landscapes, 
and the communities 
that live alongside. 
As we continue to 
grow, now at 16,137 
acres, our impacts 
have also increased. 
Please come out to 
the forest or visit 
www.bernheim.org 
to see for yourself all 
of the ways Bernheim 
is connecting people 
with nature.

LAND PROTECTION FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS OF WILDLIFE AND 
PEOPLE remains central to Bernheim’s 
mission. 

Bernheim is 89 years old and still growing! 
The past few years have seen 3 major 
additions to our acreage. 

• In 2017 we worked to add 954 acres 
known as the Big Level, a large forest 
block that further protects upland oak 
forest and Cave Hollow. 

• In February of 2018 Bernheim added 17 
acres in the Wilson Creek watershed. 
This critical tract of bottomland added 
1/4 mile of Harrison Fork directly 
upstream from the proposed stream 
restoration project at the Bean property. 
Adding streams, springs, and buffering 
restoration projects allow this small 
addition to have a huge impact on our 
conservation goals for Wilson Creek.

• In October of 2018 we continued to build 
upon the Big Level addition, adding 
494 acres connecting north to the 
community of Cedar Grove.  
In total Bernheim has now added over 
1,500 acres extending north, now known 
as the Cedar Grove Wildlife Corridor. 
bernheim.org.

CLOUD SHADOWS OVER THE NEWLY ACQUIRED 
1500 ACRE CEDAR GROVE WILDLIFE CORRIDOR



RESEARCH COLLABORATIONS continue to provide insight 
and guide stewardship of our land. 

• The golden eagle tracking project is now completing 
its 4th year following Harper and has answered some 
big questions. We learned his migration during spring 
and fall, nesting location and summer range in northern 
Manitoba, and his winter range in Bernheim. 

• Tracking data suggests this apex predator winters at 
Bernheim for several reasons, including large forest 
habitats, topography, and lack of human disturbance.   

• Visit bernheim.org/golden-eagle-research to follow his 
1,500 mile fall migration from the Hudson Bay lowlands  
near Churchill, Manitoba to Bernheim that ended  
on November 4, 2018. 

CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIPS have continued to grow. 
Bernheim works with a diverse group of state, federal,  
non-profit, and corporate partners to support our 
stewardship efforts. 

Major grant contributions from the Imperiled Bat 
Conservation Fund administered by KY Office of the  
US Fish and Wildlife, Office of KY Nature Preserves,  
KY Heritage Land Conservation Fund, Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, Beckham Bird Club, Beam Suntory, 
and private individual donors make land and research 
projects possible. 

We could not do good stewardship without such great 
partners. Thank you to all who have supported us in so 
many ways!

PARTNERSHIPS ARE 
THE ESSENTIAL 
FOR BIG PROJECTS 
SUCH AS LAND 
PROTECTION AND 
GOLDEN EAGLE 
RESEARCH

2018 FALL MIGRATION FOR HARPER, THE GOLDEN EAGLE

DID YOU KNOW BERNHEIM NOW PROTECTS

TOTAL  ACREAGE 16,137 ACRES

FORESTS 15,500 ACRES

PRAIRIES 287 ACRES

CEDAR GLADES 15 GLADES

STREAMS 91 MILES

WATER BODIES 73 PONDS/WETLANDS



MANAGING HABITAT TO SUPPORT 
BIODIVERSITY within healthy forests, 
fields, and aquatic systems is central to 
our mission. 

• Decades of invasive species 
management, prairie establishment, 
stream and wetland engineering, 
prescribed fire, and trash removal have 
contributed greatly to the protection  
of our native plants and animals. 

• Last year we worked over 300 acres 
fighting at least 20 invasive plants, 30 
acres of prairie improvement, 40 acres 
of prescribed fire, and several tons 
(yes tons) of trash removed from our 
roadsides, forests, and waterways. 

• Find out how you can support our 
efforts at bernheim.org.

OUR NEW 17 ACRE TRACT ON HARRISON FORK 
PROTECTS AN ADDITIONAL 1500 FOOT OF STREAM

BERNHEIM BAT RESEARCH 
HAS DOCUMENTED 13 OF 
THE 14 SPECIES KNOWN 
TO KENTUCKY, INCLUDING 
SEVERAL CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED SPECIES. 



THE JIM BEAM NATURAL WATER SANCTUARY 
ALLIANCE AT BERNHEIM is a new initiative with our 
longtime Clermont neighbor, Jim Beam.

In 2018 we worked with Beam Suntory to establish 
the alliance as an effort to protect water quality, 
restore wildlife habitats, and increase environmental 
education for water issues.

The Jim Beam Natural Water Sanctuary Alliance 
at Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest will 
concentrate on conservation activities across 
Bernheim, particularly within the Long Lick and 
Wilson Creek watersheds. 

These areas feature large forest expanses, headwater 
streams, springs, wetlands, and several lakes. These 
habitats support wildlife, a clean environment for 
surrounding communities, and the production of Jim 
Beam Bourbon.

Water issues have been identified as particularly 
critical in the face of water shortages and quality 
issues predicted for the next century. This alliance 
will help us reach a greater audience for messaging 
the importance of conservation and appreciation of 
our water resources. 

The importance of clean water cannot be overstated. 
It is essential for wildlife. It is essential for human life, 
and it is essential to our economy. We are grateful 
to have a corporate partner like Beam Suntory that 
values protecting this vital natural resource.

BERNHEIM AND BEAM SUNTORY ARE TEAMING UP TO PROTECT 
OUR LOCAL WATER AND EDUCATE ABOUT IMPORTANCE OF 
CLEAN WATER FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS



BIODIVERSITY cataloguing is an important 
part of understanding Bernheim. 

• The past few years have seen new 
discoveries such as ragged fringed 
orchid (Platanthera lacera), Ross’s goose 
(Anser rossii), an undetermined species 
of the critically endangered cave beetle 
(Pseudanopthalmus sp.), and fringetree 
(Chionanthus virginicus). 

• We continue our bat research with 
acoustic monitoring and mist netting. 
Acoustic data has confirmed presence 
of the southeastern bat (Myotis 
austroriparus), bringing Bernheim’s total 
bat number to 13 out of 14 species found 
in Kentucky. 

• We added 3 maternity bat poles for 
Indiana bats (Myotis sodalis) and 
documented a maternity colony of 
Indiana bats on Wilson Creek. 

• Monarch numbers improved in 2018 as 
we saw thousands migrating this fall 
across Bernheim and nectaring on our 
over 200 acres of prairie habitat. 

• For an assemblage of wildlife and plant 
photos from the past few years visit 
bernheim.org/camera-trapping-at-
bernheim.

FORTY ACRES OF NEW POLLINATOR HABITAT 
WILL BE CREATED ON OUR NEWLY PROTECTED  
CEDAR GROVE WILDLIFE CORRIDOR



BERNHEIM’S LAND 
PROTECTION BENEFITS 
EVERYONE!

BERNHEIM FOREST CONTAINS 
AS MANY AS 57,350,000 
TREES!

EACH YEAR 21,723,200,000 
GALLONS OF WATER FALLS  
ON BERNHEIM!

OUR FORESTS PRODUCE 
102,765,000,000 POUNDS OF 
OXYGEN EACH YEAR!

AND SEQUESTERS 
465,000,000 POUNDS OF 
CARBON EACH YEAR!

BERNHEIM OFFSETS 45,853 
VEHICLES BY CARBON 
SEQUESTRATION EACH YEAR!

OVER 10,000 SCHOOL AGED  
CHILDREN VISITBERNHEIM 
ANNUALLY FOR EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMMING!

IN 2018 OVER 270,000 
VISITORS CAME THROUGH  
OUR FRONT GATES!

 

WILSON CREEK IS A FAVORITE 
DESTINATION FOR SCHOOL 
GROUPS TO LEARN ABOUT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF CLEAN WATER

BERNHEIM BIODIVERSITY BY THE NUMBERS

PLANTS 912 SPECIES

NATIVE TREES 71 SPECIES

MAMMALS 50 SPECIES

BIRDS 229 SPECIES

REPTILES 24 SPECIES

AMPHIBIANS 28 SPECIES

BUTTERFLIES 96 SPECIES

MOTHS 431 SPECIES

SNAILS 82 SPECIES

FISH 23 SPECIES

LICHENS 193 SPECIES

DRAGONFLIES 53 SPECIES



FUTURE PLANS FOR 2019 

Major focuses include:

• Building upon our research based outreach

• Continuing efforts to protect wildlife corridors

• Developing new projects for stream and 
wetland restoration

• Installing 40 acres of new pollinator prairie

• Offering new and exciting ways for visitors to 
enjoy Bernheim’s Natural Areas. 

Conservation is difficult work that is never 
finished, and with the support of our members, 
partners, and surrounding communities we look 
to rise to the challenge.


