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Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest 
is home to approximately 15,000 acres 
of pristine land, which offers a unique 
opportunity for nearly 200,000 visitors to 
connect with nature annually. The privately 
funded arboretum and research forest is 
dedicated to conservation of a biologically 
diverse ecosystem and a wide breadth of 
programming and expert staff. 2014-2015 
brought many diverse opportunities to fulfill 
our mission of connecting people with nature. 
A few highlights are presented here. For more 
information, please visit Bernheim.org or 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

DEEP CONNECTIONS 
WITH NATURE

E D I B L E  G A R D E N :  This unique 
garden opened to the public May 17, 2014. 
Thousands of edibles were installed both within 
raised beds and surrounding areas, including 
vegetables, herbs, fruit trees and shrubs. The 
garden demonstrates best growing practices 
and provides a powerful tool for teaching 
biology, math, and ecology. The four-acre site 
just across from Bernheim’s Visitor Center is 
designed to connect people with nature via the 
country’s most popular pastime – gardening.  

FIELD EXPERIENCES:  Over 6,000 Pre-k 
– high school students from public, private, 
and home schools in Bullitt, Hardin, Jefferson, 
and Nelson Counties in Kentucky and Clark 
County in Indiana engaged in nature-based 
field trips and interactive outreach experiences. 
In addition, two local schools and Gilda’s 
Club of Louisville partnered with Bernheim to 
host three weeks of summer camps, where 
campers discovered nature and science 
through participation in insect safaris, plant 
identification hikes, Wilson Creek excursions 
and more.

VISUAL ARTS: Bernheim welcomed four 
artists and two writers in residence from across 
the globe for the 34th year of the Artist in 
Residence program. In addition, 2013 artist 
in residence, Mei-Ling Hom installed Rhizolink, 
a mycoculture sculpture in the Edible Garden. 
Each piece is designed to highlight the 
interconnected relationship between art and 
nature.
Artists in Residence during 2014-2015 
included:

•	 Firat Erdim, Large installation in a 
Bernheim Forest river bed, 2014

•	 Myung Gyun You, Photosynthesis, 
2014 adjacent to the Visitor Center
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•	 Sevryna Lupien, Atomic Apartment, 
2014   and  I Wish I was a Flying 
Thing, 2014, at the Visitor Center and 
Education Center respectively

•	 Don Pollack (working in 2014-2015 
for an exhibition in January of 2016)

Writers in Residence, a partnership with 
Sarabande Books included Christian Moody, 
Visiting Assistant Professor of English and 
Creative Writing at Centre College and writer, 
Margaret Kimball.

EVENTS AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS: 
Over 12,000 visitors experienced Bernheim’s 
signature events – BloomFest, CONNECT, 
BugFest and ColorFest. New activities, 
including a focus on the Edible Garden 
opening at BloomFest and the addition of 
pumpkin launch at ColorFest, enhanced 
experiences at each festival.

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM: Volunteers 
are vital in helping visitors connect deeply with 
nature, in addition to the passion they cultivate 
while giving their time. Volunteers gave over 
10,000 hours in horticulture, natural areas, 
visitor services, education and more. At the 
current Independent Sector rate, their time 
translates into a $230,000+ contribution. 
From discovery stations and educational 
programs to night hikes to helping to maintain 
the arboretum and natural areas, volunteers 
help throughout Bernheim.
  

ACTIONS BEYOND OUR 
BORDERS

MANAGEMENT OF ADDITIONAL 
ECOSYSTEMS: Bernheim planted 250 trees 
and shrubs at I-65 exit 112 to help beautify the 
highway interchange. Additionally, Bernheim 
renewed its commitment to maintain two living 
roof sites in Louisville – the American Life 
Building and the Nucleus Building. 

PLANT FOR THE PLANET GRANT: 
Bernheim was awarded the LG&E Plant for the 
Planet: Communi-tree grant, which funds the 
purchase of trees to be donated to schools, 
government organizations, and other non-profit 
organizations. Bernheim volunteers and staff 
then plant the trees, along with providing an 
education of right tree, right place, and proper 
tree care. Bernheim’s expert horticulture team 
also provides a curriculum that encourages 
students to take an interest in tree growth and 
maintenance.

MONARCH WAYSTATION:  Bernheim’s 
Edible Garden is registered with the Monarch 
Watch Association to be a waystation – a 
location that provides resources necessary for 
monarchs to produce successive generations 
and sustain their population.

CHILDREN AT PLAY: Studies have 
shown that nature-based free play is critical 
not only to a child’s health and well-being 
but also their academic performance and 
overall appreciation of nature.  Bernheim is 
spearheading this initiative for the Greater 
Louisville region and seeks to become a national 
leader in this field by organizing monthly Free 
Play Days at area parks, fields, and Bernheim.  
This major initiative is supported by PNC Bank 
- Grow Up Great sponsorship.

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
ECOSYSTEM RESEARCH: Within 
the research forest, methods like acoustic 
monitoring were used to detect eleven bat 
species, including several endangered and 
rare bats. Using this research, Bernheim 
hopes to establish bat maternity roost poles on 
Wilson Creek to investigate its feasibility as a 
maternity site.

HARPER, THE GOLDEN EAGLE:  In 
conjunction with the Beckham Bird Club and 
the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Bernheim began tracking a golden eagle 
through its migration patterns from Kentucky 
in the winter to points north as summer 



O P E R AT I O N A L  I N C O M E

	 Endowment Income	 $1,477,339 	 55.00%

	 Memberships, Contributions, 
	 Programs & Impact Fee	 $544,310 	 20.00%

	 Investment Depreciation Coverage	 $307,555 	 11.00%

	 Gift Shop & Craft Sales	 $158,771 	 6.00%

	 Grant & Restricted Funds	 $79,635 	 3.00%

	 Other Funds	 $118,401 	 5.00%

	 Total Income	 $2,686,011 	 100.00%

O P E R AT I O N A L  E X P E N S E S

	 Programs, Exhibits 
	 & Landscape Improvements	 $2,073,600 	 77.20%

	 Operational & General Expenses	 $260,543 	 9.70%

	 Fundraising	 $228,311 	 8.50%

	 Membership Services & Public Relations 	 $123,557 	 4.60%

	 Total Expenses:	 $2,686,011 	 100.00%

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A S S E T S

	 Cash 	 $199,503 	 0.40%

	 Temporary Cash Investments	 $398,107 	 0.80%

	 Investments	 $3,899,523 	 7.70%

	 Funds Held In Trust By Others	 $34,724,520 	 68.80%

	 Land, Building, and Equipment	 $10,656,958 	 21.40%

	 Other Assets	 $404,872 	 0.90%

	 Total Assets	 $50,283,483 	 100.00%

L I A B I L I T I E S  A N D  F U N D S  B A L A N C E S

	 Accounts Payable	 $25,490 	 0.05%

	 Accrued Expenses	 $124,595 	 0.25%

	 Board Designated Funds	 $47,122 	 0.10%

	 Temporarily Restricted Net Asset	 $442,569 	 0.90%

	 Permanently Restricted Net Asset	 $34,724,520 	 69.20%

	 Other Liabilities	 $260,352 	 0.50%

	 Unrestricted Net Assets	 $14,658,835 	 29.00%

	 Total Liabilities & Net Assets	 $50,283,483 	 100.00%

approached.
ECOLOGICAL STEWARDSHIP
LAND EXPANSION:  Bernheim received 
a donation of two acres of adjacent property, 
which expands the footprint of preservation 
efforts and biodiversity. The land features 
exceptional boulder fields and cliffline in 
Meadow Peak subdivision. 

EDIBLE GARDEN:  In design, construction, 
and operational phases, the Edible Garden 
demonstrates new sustainable and regenerative 
design practices. The garden aims to meet the 
requirements for the Living Building Challenge.

HEALTHY ECOSYSTEM: Continued 
efforts to maintain Bernheim’s pristine 
landscape through controlled burns, invasive 
species removal, wildlife monitoring, and 
more.

F I S C A L  Y E A R :  M A R C H  2 0 1 4  –  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 5 
O P E R AT I O N A L  S TAT E M E N T



$50,000 AND ABOVE
Kentucky Natural Lands Trust 

$20,000-$49,999
Ina and Allen Bond
Beam-Suntory
Brown-Forman Corporation
Estate of Joseph M. Spalding
Scott Meyer
Austin and Janie Musselman
The UPS Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999
Jon and Mimi Burnham
GE Foundation
Glenview Trust Company
Sara Brown Musselman Fund  

for Natural Areass

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Anonymous
Nancy Bean
Tom and Jody Block
Marshall Eldred and Andree Mondor
David and Karen Handmaker
Henry V. Heuser, Jr.
Louisville Water Company
Publishers Printing Company
The Garden Club of America and 

Glenview Garden Club
The Owsley Brown II Family 

Foundation
Margy and Preston Thomas
Wilson & Muir Bank and Trust 

Company

$2,500-$4,999
Emily Bingham and Stephen Reily
Jim and Pitsy Buren
Neal Cornett
John and Ann Davis
Vicki and Kenneth Fleshman
Sandra Anne Frazier
Helen L. Heddens
Tom Henrion
Frank and Kris Hower
Louise K. Judah Trust
George R. Miller
Stock Yards Bank & Trust
Paul and Jeanne Zurkuhlen

$1,000-$2,499
Edwin and Richard Ahrens
Tom Baer
Susan and Nick Baker
Jay and Cara Baribeau
Terrian Barnes
Beckham Bird Club
Hubert Bernheim and Ruth 

Carmichael
Edie Bingham
Barret and Laurie Birnsteel
Clifton Foundation Inc.
Juliet Davenport
Ruby Fenton
Robert and Connie Fischer
Flaget Memorial Hospital
Jean W. Frazier
Margaret Gerstle
Lyle and Linda Graham
Robert M. Hagan
Susan Hamilton and Edwin Krebs
Suzy Hatcher
Frances Heyburn
Robert R. Hill
Jennifer Hirt
Gill Holland and Augusta Brown 

Holland
Denny and Laurie Howell
Palmer and Rhea Hughes
Daniel  and Lisa Jones
Joyce Keller
Jim and Kelly Kramer
Philip and Debra Lichtenfels
Frank and Jo Ann Luecke
Alicia Merinoff
Middlebury College
Penelope Morton
Sissy Nash

Will Oldham
David Pike
Dale and Patricia Ralston
Floyd Robinson
Shepherdsville-Bullitt County Tourist 

Commission
Linda Shircliff
John Clay and Charlotte Stites
Mary Ellen and Richard Stottmann
Robert and Ann Early Sutherland
The Gardner Foundation, Inc.
Vest Advertising Marketing & Public 

Relations
James and Marianne Welch
Dawn Yankeelov

$500-$999
Phillip and Phyllis Bills
Allen Bush and Rose Cooper
Jill Butters and Paul Winter
Jeffrey and Susan Callen
Alfonso and Patricia Cervera
Joe and Louise Chiles
Ann Coffey and Valle Jones
Martha Neal and Graham Cooke
DendriFund
Richard and Kathy Dennis
Laurie Diebold
Ann Marie Elpers and Roger Crews
Anne and Christopher Fuller
GE United Way Giving Campaign
Owen and Eleanor Flagler Hardy
Nancy Harris
Kathleen Higgins and Jeff Klekner
Kim Huston and Mike Sherer
Gwen Hutchison
Gwen and Lois Jackson
Jean R. James
Charles and Sally Moyer
Andrea and John Neichter
Stuart and Sara Price
Linda P. Ross
Ralph Schiefferle and Elizabeth 

Perkins
J. Frank Schmidt III
Bill and Sandy Schreiber
Helga Schutte
Kathryn Shahani
Roger and Diane Shott
Vernon M. and Peggy T. Smith
Billy and Mary Lou Smith
Beverly Smith
George Sonnier
George and Nancy Stablein
Franklin and Noell Starks
Barbara Stephens
Beth and Richard Stremel
King and Dace Stubbs
Patti Swope and Rich Van Camp
The Peoples Bank of Bullitt County
Robert and Carol Thrush
Tichenor & Associates
Thorne and Sally Vail
Kathy and Matt Watkins
Katrinka L. Westendorf
Mark Wourms and Patty Johnson
Yum! Brands

$250-$499
2M Tractor & Lawn Equipment
Karin Adkins
Terry Altpeter and Timothy Barth
Amgen Foundation
Derek and Beth Avey
Jeff Baize
Mike and Cynthia Ball
Bardstown Rotary Club
Harlan and Ann Beckemeyer
Warren and Wanda Bilkey
Trevor Block
George Boatwright and Nancy 

Newman
Bonnie Management Company Inc.
Susan J. Brown
Richard and Becky Cable
William and Elizabeth Cahaney
Stuart C. Campbell,III
Paula and Terry Capps
Cardinal Manufacturing Company
Suzette Carty

Brad Chaires and Deborah Levine
Marion and Judy Creech
Renee Croket and Harvey Venier
Jerry and Judy Dalton
William and Karen Dean
Frank and Martha Diebold
Rachel Doane
Danny and Rita Dobson
Brian and Michelle Doheny
Eugene and Barbara Dorf
Sandy and Steve Dorsett
John Drury and Dianna Preece
Ronald Fackler
Don Feeney and Jeannie Samdani
Barbara Ferguson
Philip G. Fields
Ellen and Dan Finn
Mark and Martha Fouraker
Sarah Fritschner and John Rott
Janis Gentry
George and Betty Gibbs
Hazel Gooch
Mary Louise Graff
Greenhaven Tree Care, Inc.
David and Marlene Grissom
Deborah Gunn
James and Elizabeth Hall
June Hampe
Laura and Jerry Hancock
Rick and Mary Ellen Harned
Jeff and Jennifer Harvey
Samuel and Karen Harvey
Jim Hedrick and Jan Lantz
Chris and Sarah Hellman
Fred Hendler and Nancy Martin
Mary F. Hiemer
William Holt and Heidi Koenig
Aubrey Hord
Carl Horton
Tressella and Jan Jaggers
Jefferson Community and Technical 

College
Mardi Jones
Fred and Anne Joseph
W.W. Benton and Maggie Keith
Chris and Brian Knopf
Valera Krebs
Michael P. Kuntz
Leonard and Adele Leight
Leigh and Mark Logsdon
Morris and Barbara Longacre
Thomas and Mary K. Lynch
Stanley and Sally Macdonald
A. Michael and Patricia Marx
M.J. Mattei and Robert Morris
Stuart and Joan McCombs
Henry T. McLendon
Frank J and Clara Metzmeier
Bob and Carol Miller
Ronald Miller
Betty Mills
Ken and Theresa Moakler
Janice Mozeleski
Patrick and Sybil Ann Murphy
National Wild Turkery Federation - 

Bernheim Chapter
Bill and Karen Newcomb
Richard and Sarah Newell
Clara J. Newman
Gouverneur and Edie Nixon
Theodore and Mary Nixon
Orienteering Louisville
Paul and Mary Ann Osting
Rosemary Ouseph
Richard and Diane Poe
Andy and Heike Purdon
Quality Stone and Ready Mix
Martie Rankin
Tracy Redmon
Earl Reed
Janette Rogers and Gary Lavallee
Russell Saunders
Mike and Martha Schuler
Roycelea and David Scott
John and Ruth Seaborn
Max and Ellen Shapira
Gayle Sherman
Mark Shircliff
J. Herb and Robbye Shulhafer
Joe and Cindy Shutts

Nicholas Simon
Greg and Jessica Singleton
Judah and Arlene Skolnick
Michael and Susan Sloane
Lawrence D. Smith
Raymond G and Susan Smith
Tony and Theresa Smith
Louis and Sue Sperry
Richard and Betty Spiers
Steven and Sue Steller
Richard Stephan
Mary C. Stites
Mr. and Mrs. G. Daniel Sweeny
John Tederstrom and Mark Cannon
Andrew and Martha Thieneman
John and Alice Tiano
Traditional Town, LLC
Stephen and Loretta Traw
Wallitsch Landscaping
Alice and Crawford Wells
Donald and Carla Whitaker
Patti Annette White
Frank and Bridgett Wilson
Sandy and Mary Wilson
Glen Phillip Young
Tom and Mary Jane Zimmerman

$120-$249
Jerry and Madeline Abramson
Harvey and Mildred Allen
Richard and Barbara Allen
Joan Altman
Melvin and MaryLou Andres
Andy and Bobbette Andriakos
Jimmy Arnold
Amy and Chris Bailey
Nina Bain
John and Nancy Barbee
Margie and Thomas Barrett
Chris and Mike Barton
George and Rene Bauer
Cele and John Beckner
Thomas and Marilynn Benim
Stephen and Sharon Berger
Wendell and Tanya Berry
Brooke and Mary Rose Beyerle
Rick and Margy Blair
Francisca Blandford
Catherine Bohler and Larry Hopkins
Kimberly Boland and Conor 

O’Driscoll
Ronald and Brenda Bolton
Mark Bond
Lawrence and Bonnie Boram
Carol Bottoms
Carolyn Yankeelov Bouldin
Bethany Breetz and Ron Loughry
Russ and Laura Breitenstein
Edward J. Brennan
Joan and Dennis Brennan
Peter Brondum and Melissa Yates
Karl and Barbara Buechler
Bullitt County YMCA
Paul and Susan Buse
David and Wendy Butler
Walter and Nancy Butler
Stephen Campbell
Jim Carter
James and Doris Carter
Tony and Brenda Cecil
Judith Champion
Ken and Karen Chandler
James Chapman
Chatham Facial Plastic Surgery LLC
Ron and Jill Clark
Dona and Roger Coates
Jonathan and Rebecca Cohen
Michael and Paula Cohn
Sarah Collings
Chet and Sharlene Cooper
Sharon and Ronald Cooper
Larey and Cecilia Correll
Gerald and Della Craig
Robert and Elizabeth Crider
Michael and Nancy Crittenden
Virginia Croket
Elizabeth Crowther
Constance and Michael Csernik
Ronald and Debra Cundiff
Philip and Nancy Dare

Thank you for supporting Bernheim
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Steve and Cathy Darnell
Mr. Thomas C. Dawson
Adele Dickerson and Daniel Roller
Scott and Susan Dickman
L. Anne H. Dishman
Jane Disney
Nathan Dollens and Vicci Higgs
Linda Doolittle
Gerald Doss
Skip and Lucy Dunford
John and Carolyn Embry
Bert and Jane Emke
Robert and Rosanna Evans
Robert Ewald
Mary E. Fallat
Allan and Taeko Farman
James and Lena Sue Fawkes
Victoria Ferriell
Kevin and Marie Field
Theodore and Cynthia First
Maureen Foley and C. John Blankley
John and Tamara Frank
Mildred and Darrell Franks
Charles Freibert
Michael Friedman and Debbie 

Richter
A. Geraldine Froman
James V. Gahlinger
Gwendolyn Galphin
Gannett Foundation/The Courier-

Journal
Brent Garrett
Mr. and Mrs. G L. Gaston, Jr.
Larry Giesmann and Laura Trice
Cole Gilbert
Tom Gilmore
Amanda and R.T. Gist
Joel and Charlotte Gittelson
Gail and Che Graham
Mike and Carol Green
Becky Greenlee
Jerry and Anne Greenwell
Judy and Ronald Greenwell
Jeff Hadorn and Kelly Cole-Hadorn
Ken and Angela Hagan
Joy and Paul Hager
Mary Haylee Hancock
William and Barbara Hancock
Muriel Handmaker
Jeffery and Kenny Harryman
Brooks and Mary Hatcher
Fredric and Nancy Hatcher
Damon and Sharon Hawkins

Rudy and Brenda Hawkins
Dick and Alice Heaton
Kevin and Karen Heavrin
Marlies Heiland and Joseph Battcher
Morgan and Lesa Herndon
James Hicks
Jason Hiner
John and Shannon Holt
Barbara Hopewell
W. Keith Hornung and Melinda 

Beard
Richard and Inez Howe
Richard and Joan Humke
Carol A. Hyatt
Patricia Jaegers
Eric and Kelly Johnson
David Karem
Derek and Emily Keith
Kate Keller
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Kelly, Jr.
Sarah and David Kelly
Rob and Paula Kingsolver
Christopher Klein and Erin Burke
Milt and Lisa Koger
Merrilee Kullman
Amy and Matt Landon
John and Jeannie Larson
Mary Cecil-Lawson and James 

Lawson
Paul and Eleanor Lederer
David and Carol Leist
Martha D. Leonhardt
Kelly and Randy Livingston
Robert and Rosemary Luckett
Alan and Joyce MacDonald
Douglas Magee and Anne Marie 

Regan
Jim Magee
Paul and Angela Marks
Charles and Hortensia Mayer
Ronald and Connie McLean
George and Dorothy McNair
Tim McWilliams
Neil Mellen and Mavin Martin
Susan G. Mercke
Connie Meredith
Ted Merhoff
Glenn and Peggy Metzger
Mary K. and Joe Miller
Angie and Andrew Mitchell
Charlie and Sue Mitchell
Pat Montgomery
Grace Moore

Herbert and Patricia Moore
Jody and David Moore
Molly Morand
Matt Nadorff
Doris Neumann
John and Sally Newcomb
Edmund and Violet Newhouse
Bradley and Christine Nicholson
Patrick and Lori Nix
Aldis Norgello and Cheri Casey
Edwin and Judith Olliges
Merrily Orsini and Rick Heath
Joseph and Tricia Parker
Louis and Jacqueline Phillips
Norman and Susan Pointer
William Porter
Martin Preen
Martha Price
Barbara J. Puckett
Brian and Kathy Puffer
Gary and Susan Pyles
Cyrus S. Radford, Jr.
Martin and Felicia Ray
David and Anne Redemann
Kenny and Alicia Reutlinger
Marchant and Barton Reutlinger
Nancy Reynolds
Richard and Eugenie Riney
Fox and David Ritchay
Stuart and Nancy Robenson
Chris and Kimberly Roberts
John and Kaki Robinson
Douglas and Christina Rose
William Rosenbaum
Robert and Mary Rounsavall
Debbie and Kevin Sachs
Sazerac North America
Dianne Scheer
John and Mary Jo Schneider
William C. Schrader
Dr. Philip and Jerri Schuler
Shannon and Michael Scroggins
David Seligson
Robert and Victoria Shader
Ann and Jim Shake
Don and Suzanne Shepherd
John and Marjorie Shipley
Robb and Anna Shrader
James and Catherine Smith
Marian and Don Smith
Raymond and Mary Ann Smith
Don Spain
William and Alison Stemler

Anne Stewart
Carole Strohbeck
Gerald and Pamela Sturgeon
Carolyn Sweazy
Dorothy Swintosky
Don and Janis Tarter
David Taylor and Elizabeth Boesche
Eric and Lisa Thaler
The Community Foundation of 

Louisville
Martin Thieneman
Mark and Robin Thompson
Robert and Priscilla Tillett
Stephanie and Kirkby Tittle
Toyota Motor Manufacturing 

Kentucky, Inc.
Ronald and Susan Tyler
William Tyler
Sam and Helen Underwood
Paul Vice and Alison Ewart
Gerald and Kathy Vowels
Michael Vowels
Hugh and Delia Walker
Joseph and Kathy Wantland
Suzanne Warner
Jean Weidner
Jane F. Welch
Susan H. Wilburn
John L. Wilhelmus
Ernest and Patricia Williams
Sedonia and Billy Williams
Terry Williams
Marla K. Wilson
Joseph and Ruth Wimsatt
Tom and Rhonda Wimsett
Nancy and Thomas Woodcock
Grace Wooding
Billy Lou Wright
Timothy and Shelia Wulf
Bud and Janice Wurdock
James Zelinski
Daniel C. Zink
Chet R. Zirkelback
Robert Zoller
Michael Zufall

We are most grateful for your 
generosity.  If there are any 
errors, we apologize and please 
let us know by calling us at  
(502) 955-8512.  Thank you.

2249 CLERMONT ROAD,  P.O.  BOX 130,  CLERMONT,  KY 40110 -0130
502 955 -8512  •   BERNHEIM.ORG
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